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NBC News in-depth tonight the family and an issue where the two presidential candidates have starkly 
different positions tax cuts governor Bush favors a sweeping tax cut including a total overhaul the tax code 
Vice President Gore is for targeted tax cuts he says will help the middle class more with a look at how to 
American families would fare under these plans NBC's Lisa Myers tonight in depth the middle-class suburbs 
of st. Louis part of middle America where pocketbook issues are a top priority for some families like Ron and 
Laura Holmes she stays at home to care for their three children he makes about $42,000 as manager of a 
fast food restaurant and resents that so much of his hard-earned money goes for taxes as a taxpayer I'd love 
to have some of my money back that way | know what where it is and what it's being spent on last year holds 
paid fifteen hundred dollars in income taxes under Bush's tax plan he'd save all that oh no federal income 
taxes at all under Gore he'd get only a small tax cut yeah that's a difference of $1,500 it's quite a bit of food 
on the table and clothes on our backs and things every year over lifetime that's quite a bit specifically Bush 
would cut tax rates across the board reducing the top rate from 39 percent to 33 percent the bottom rate from 
15 to 10 percent double the child tax credit to $1,000 per child and reduce the so-called marriage penalty 
everybody's gonna get at least a 10 percent tax cut under the Bush plan what would all this mean to your 
family experts say because Bush is 1.6 trillion dollar tax cut is 3 times the size of Gore's most families would 
get a bigger tax cut under Bush those who pay the most taxes now get the most out Gore says that's unfair 
the other side has proposed a giant tax cut for the 4 mainly for the wealthy 41% of all of their tax cut would 
go to the wealthiest 1 percent instead Gore targets almost 





1 percent instead Gore targets almost all his tax relief to families he calls the neediest those earning less 
than $100,000 like Tom and Nancy Pettit they have 2 kids in college and 2 more at home and opposed big 
tax cut | would rather see money used in education and healthcare than any across-the-board tax cut the 
parents earn seventy thousand dollars and spend almost thirty thousand dollars a year on college so they 
like cores expanded tax break for tuition up to ten thousand dollars how helpful would that be | can see that 
buying a two semesters worth of books Gore's plan all targeted tax cuts would also reduce the marriage 
penalty for some couples expand tax credits for childcare and establish new retirement savings to help 
families like the Pettit's build nest eggs under Gore's plan their tax cut would be $2,070 considerably more 
than under Bush Gorge trying with his targeting to keep the size of the tax cut down while helping people that 
he thinks need help it's so targeted that it misses the target 50 million Americans get no tax relief under my 
opponents plan tomorrow night both candidates will try to persuade voters that they hit the right target for the 
economy and for families Lisa Myers NBC News st. Louis there's an audience's for a presidential debate and 
neither candidate moved a lot of undecided voters the critical voting bloc in this election and now election 
day is a little more than a month away with a lot to be resolved so today the two candidates were out before 


they were faithful and Governor borsch accused the vice president of misrepresenting his budget priorities 
fuzzy man is the kind of man that takes those numbers those real budget projection numbers those priorities 
and distorts it with one thing in mind to try to frighten American taxpayers and voters | don't 





American taxpayers and voters | don't know about you but I think you know even though Governor Bush and 
| have a lot of differences personally | think it's better to spend time attacking America's problems and 
attacking people personally governor Bush knows that the battle on the stretch run will be for the hearts and 
minds of those undecided the ever more important group of voters and American presidential elections 
NBC's David Gregory is with the governor tonight in Philadelphia where he is trying to win them to his side 
David well Tom smaller than the years past as you say so the candidates reached a pretty large national 
audience last night however it's that small group of uncommitted voters that they're really after and in two 
crucial toss-up states today governor Bush issues of plea to one decided to show up on Election Day Bush 
campaigning in the heart of undecided country today Pennsylvania and Ohio states with a combined 44 
electoral votes don't be afraid to talk to those independent voters and say we can do better in America 
behind the appeal the fear say experts on voting patterns that with just five weeks to go many of the 
estimated 1 million undecided voters may never make up their minds and not vote at all experts say those 
undecideds are part of a trend a pattern of steep decline interna a 25% drop off nationwide over the past four 
decades who are they half of them are what | call working-class undecided people don't care much about 
politics people will probably won't vote but the other half likes some things about Bush and like other things 
about gore and they are quite frankly torn between them and experts say it's women that make up the largest 
bloc of undecideds down the stretch it's for that reason that advisors say the Texas governor will focus 
sharply on issues like education health care and values in the closing weeks of this campaign Tom thanks 
very 
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weeks of this campaign Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory with Governor Bush tonight in 
Pennsylvania for his part the vice president continued last night's themes today aiming his appeal directly at 
older voters and those in the middle and lower income brackets NBC's course Shipman's not on the attention 
that the senior voters are getting this fall Al Gore trying to turn his debate performance into a campaign boost 
today wooing an Ohio crowd well stocked with a group of voters his team considers critical it is time for a 
prescription drug benefit for all seniors under the Medicare program all senior older Americans a group that 
actually commands fully one-third of the federal budget 615 billion dollars and almost as much attention from 
politicians seniors are about one out of every five voters in this election the one thing we know about seniors 
is they vote and they pay attention that's why with an estimated 15 million of their votes up for grabs issues 
like Medicare dominated last night 95 percent of all seniors would get no help whatsoever under my 
opponents plan | guess my answer that is the man's running on Medicare the most recent NBC poll shows 
the race for older Americans tight almost a dead heat with Bush slightly ahead at 46 Gore at 42 but a new 
tracking poll out today reverses that with Gore at 44 and Bush at 41 more detailed internal polling by the 
campaign's shows that the numbers have been volatile pollsters call older Americans more swing voters than 
undecided because they move back and forth in their support in fact just before the Democratic convention 
both campaigns say Gore was well behind with older Americans after his speech he pulled even and then a 
week later he was significantly ahead but in the last 10 days as Bush has reinvigorated his 





days as Bush has reinvigorated his campaign Gore dropped back to even Gore officials say it's because 
Bush offered a prescription drug proposal and is running ads like these Al Gore will charge seniors a new 
$600 a year government access fee its core is now countering newspapers say George Bush's prescription 
drug and misrepresents the facts it's a battle Gore shouldn't have to fight so hard older Americans 
traditionally leaned Democratic and they did for Clinton experts say today's older voters are becoming more 


conservative older men have been moving toward the Republican Party to a greater degree than previous 
generations of of seniors Gore can't necessarily count on registered Democrats like retired surgeon Joe Roth 
shahe for example he's not wedded to either candidate no they're pretty similar and with many of his 
neighbors undecided look for the candidates to spend more and more time in states like Florida in the next 
34 days rich and many of the most powerful voters of the moment older Americans Claire Shipman NBC 
News Warren Ohio Kentucky this afternoon accompanied by his wife Lynn and two granddaughters they took 
a swing by the debate site to take a look around and to acclimate themselves as the vice presidential 
contenders try to give their running mates a boost tonight trying to win over the undecided voters they're both 
facing challenges of a gender gap as in the last two elections more women are in the Democratic camp more 
men gravitating to the Republican candidate what's behind this gender gap this time around more on that 
now from NBC's Anne Thompson in Kentucky the battle for the women's vote today in Michigan Al Gore 
working hard to hold on to this crucial swing group | will work to help parents and strengthen families selling 
his proposal to increase the tax credit for child care george w bush seeing women slip away trying to 
reconnect well 
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women slip away trying to reconnect well one interesting opportunity is to encourage a telecommuting 
promising future easier for parents to work from home so far polls show Bush's strength men wars women 
the traditional gender gap a deep political divide in the Danville Kentucky home of Joanne and Tim Rice so in 
17 years of marriage have you ever voted for the same candidate for president no never have and they won't 
this year he's backing bush she's for Gore the mother of two lights scores education and health care plans 
and thinks Bush's tax cut is just for the rich and | would like to see at that would really benefit everyone in 
Main Street America and benefit the country as a whole and not just a few privileged individuals before his 
convention Gore trailed among women 12 points behind bush in an early August Gallup poll now it's latest 
survey has him 22 points ahead Democratic pollster Celinda Lake says Gore has honed in on what women 
want women think solidly the government should be more help to their families men think solidly that it's a 
good day when government hasn't done anything bad to you no Tim Rice agrees with that and he's not 
buying Gore's promises my biggest concern is that Al Gore will say about anything he needs to say to get 
elected president of the United States this election now hinges political analysts say on a small group of 
undecided voters more than half of whom are women whose support has wavered between the two camps 
but with the overall race a dead heat which advisor Charles black says the governor doesn't need to sway 
many women if governor bush could pick up just a couple of percentage points of the female voters who are 
not now for him he'd when they election Jo Ann rice won't be one of them when it comes to gender and 
politics her home remains divided Ann Thompson NBC News Danville Kentucky just 31 days to the election 
now in our latest tracking survey shows Vice President Al Gore with the slightest of leads over to Governor 
George W Bush 
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leads over to Governor George W Bush just one point from making the contest a statistical dead heat Bush 
was campaigning today in Florida trying to regain lost ground in a state which used to be safely in his column 
Gore spent the day in Washington this was the week that the bottom halves of the Democrat and Republican 
tickets moved into the spotlight NBC's Anne Thompson has been tracking them both the running mix dick 
cheney and joe lieberman running hard is the race for president enters its final month but some are already 
declaring a winner in the choice for vice president | think it's clearly Joe Lieberman because he gave some 
oomph to the Democratic ticket immediately basically he helped change the public's perception of Al Gore 
the man once thought a risky pick the first Jewish candidate on a national ticket now a political star Gore 
Lieberman no bull no pork humanizing the sometimes robotic Gore when Alan Dyson tipper and | are 
together we call this double dating using an informal style to draw voters in even when he's on the attack 
does governor Bush now want to do for America's environment what he's done here in Texas | hope not 
Cheney could not be more different the former cabinet member and oil industry executive so formal and 
businesslike on the campaign trail critics complained some appearances have all the excitement of a 


Defense Department briefing Bill Clinton and Al Gore have had every chance and every reason to improve 
our schools to reduce taxes to save Social Security but they haven't even tried the so-called safe pit quickly 
became the controversial one news reports about failing to vote in some elections and moving slowly to 
answer questions about his multi-million dollars CEO retirement package all reasons why some analysts 
considered 





reasons why some analysts considered Cheney to be a flawed that is until Thursday night's debate | think by 
any standard his his debate performance was very very good and | put him back in the asset column now 
conventional wisdom is running mates don't make a difference but it erased this close could Cheney or 
Lieberman sway those all-important undecided voters saddened to learn both give substance one gives 
substance and style each side hoping this time it will make a difference in a race still too close to call Ann 
Thompson NBC News Washington DC news in depth tonight presidential politics and with the election now 
just a month away the gore campaign is going on the offensive perhaps because after several days of 
attacks by the bush camp the latest polls show this race tightening to a dead heat the MSNBC Reuters daily 
tracking poll has Gore with a 5 point lead over George W Bush less than a week ago today Gore's lead is 
down to one point now that's well inside the margin of error for the gore campaign there's nothing fuzzy 
about this kind of math NBC's Claire Shipman begins tonight in-depth reporting with the gore campaigns new 
emphasis on what it calls Governor Bush's mistakes and missteps Al Gore picking up some light reading 
material during a break from his debate preparations but while he stays sunny and above the fray his 
campaign unleashes a torrent of negative firepower against george w bush today pointing up his campaign 
bloopers as gore staffers called them and attacking his record as Texas Governor on everything from health 
care to the environment he says he wants to be judged by his own record were gonna make sure he's 
judged by his own record the Democratic National Committee says joe lieberman will head to Texas after 
Wednesday's debate for a quote failed leadership tour and it's spending several million dollars on three biting 
new ads in battleground states now take a deep breath and imagine Seattle that pushes Texas style 
environmental regulation George Bush before he talks 
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regulation George Bush before he talks about cleaning up Washington maybe he should clean up Texas why 
the sudden assault when the public says in poll after poll it's not in the mood for negativity because the gore 
team believes it has to counter Bush's relentless attacks on the vice president's credibility which it fears are 
working the voters are going to have to draw their own conclusion about somebody who seems to have a 
consistent pattern of exaggerating and the same message on the bush website the gore files anything to get 
elected the DNC counters with Bush lite less leadership less experience more right-wing flavor will any of this 
work negative campaigning almost always works to some degree it's bound to add a point or two to the side 
that's motive the most effective at it the gore team so far is trying to have it both ways candidate Gore is 
staying positive while his running mate his aides and his ads do the dirty work and Bush doing some of the 
jabbing himself clearly hopes his attacks will hurt his opponent more than they hurt him Claire Shipman NBC 
News Sarasota voters will be at the polls choosing the next president of the United States and with four 
weeks to go this election could not be any closer or more difficult to predict the advantage which is always 
slight is now shifting back and forth week to week according to the MSNBC Reuters daily tracking poll Al 
Gore was up six points a week ago leave that gradually narrowed to one point yesterday and vanished today 
as George Bush overtook him push up one point 43 to 42% which is of course inside the polls margin of error 
all of this as bush and gore prepared to meet in their second debate tomorrow night this one at Wake Forest 
University in North Carolina NBC's Claire Shipman is with the gore camp in Florida David Gregory with Bush 
and North Carolina David we'll begin 





and North Carolina David we'll begin with you well Tom tonight there is an exude in confidence coming from 
this Bush campaign somewhat unexpected but renewed today with that slight edge you referred to in our 
survey as well as other national polls a reflection aides assert of the fact that there is growing credibility 
concerns for the vice president concerns and problems that Bush will eagerly try to exploit during tomorrow 
night's to be a debate and beyond bush in tennessee today where the race on the vice president's home turf 
is surprisingly tight announcing the endorsement of prominent Democrats including Jimmy Carter's attorney 
general Griffin Bell and taunting Gore who earlier this year was accused by a tenant of failing to properly 
maintain rental property he owns in the state Tennessee's a fine place to live | guess that though it depends 
on who your landlord is with the race so close both sides have gone negative but advisers say Bush will 
avoid getting personally involved for fear of a backlash leaving his top aides to attack Gore as they did this 
weekend by calling him a quote serial exaggerating a bigger worry to some advisors is that it's Bush himself 
giving Gore room to attack his readiness to be President over the weekend in Florida Bush offers a tangled 
description of his tax plan and has to turn to his brother to ask if the numbers add up | was trying to do some 
fuzzy math late last week a meandering and labored attempt to give an undecided voter a reason to support 
him share this story with her groping for the right answers you can tell kind of weaving around you tell your 
friend that | think I got the capacity to reach across the partisan line now Bush advisers maintain such gaffes 
are hardly decisive that the election will turn on a general comfort level that undecided voters have with both 
candidates terrain where they believe Bush still has an advantage Tom thanks very much NBC's David 
Gregory tonight bush and gore are 





David Gregory tonight bush and gore are both investing a lot of personal time and campaign cash in a key 
State NBC's Claire Shipman tonight in the object of all of their affection and attention the state of Florida 
Claire Thom experts agree that Bush can't win without Florida and it was supposed to be easy for him but 
now the polls are extremely tight and the gore campaign is on the offensive predicting an upset victory here 
Al Gore in Bradenton Florida today confident he'll be only the second Democrat in two decades to win the 
state very definitely | came here the night of the Super Tuesday election and and said that we'd be would be 
playing hard here and he has he and running mate Joe Lieberman have been to Florida ten times since 
Labor Day are racing a 15-point Busch lead and today a substantial new ad buy by the DNC eight hundred 
and fifty thousand dollars attacking Bush on issues like environmental pollution here's why Florida is so 
important a whopping 25 electoral votes an almost even amount of voters from both parties and one-third of 
them older Americans many of whom have yet to make up their minds a recent Florida poll shows the race 
almost a dead heat with gore at 46% Bush at 43 for a long time Florida has leaned conservative but it can be 
unpredictable George Bush's father barely won here in 1992 and Bill Clinton took the state in 1996 still 
Bush's brother is a popular governor here it's a surprise that Jeb Bush has not been more of a factor in being 
able to deliver the state for George W Bush that was what was expected now the Bush campaign and 
Republicans have outspent gore in the Democrats here since Labor Day eight million dollars to 3 million but 
tonight 





million dollars to 3 million but tonight the gore campaign says it is willing to spend a million dollars a week in 
Florida to win Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman we'll see you tomorrow night NBC News in 
depth tonight the truth Squad putting the presidential candidates to the test an NBC News poll taken out for 
last night's second debate between Al Gore and George W Bush shows Bush leading at the moment 46 to 
41% the television audience however was smaller this time around some 37 and a half million Americans 
watched last night's debate that's 9 million fewer than the first debate last week in Boston and on a day when 
the candidates reacting to the shocking developments in the Middle East NBC's Lisa Myers on the truth 
Squad were reviewing the debate checking the facts in depth hours after a debate dominated by foreign 
policy both candidates react carefully today to the attack on American sailors any terrorists should know that 
whoever is responsible for something like this will be met with a full and forceful and effective retaliatory 
response | hope that they can gather enough two televisions to figure out who did the act and take the 


necessary action there must be a consequence almost identical statements no surprise after the second 
debate foreign policy takes up forty one of the ninety minutes and by nbc's count the candidates agree 
sixteen times but if we're a humble nation they'll respect us | agree with that | agree with that it seems like 
we're in a great love fest and | have a new minister both men seem more careful with their facts than in their 
previous meeting but there aren't a few mistakes Bush may have made a mistake in accusing a former 
Russian prime minister of corruption we went into Russia we said here's some IMF money and ended up in 
victory Ramirez pocket though Cherno Bearden has been linked to corruption experts say Bush was wrong 
to directly link him to IMF money that there's simply no proof 





simply no proof today the Russian threatened to sue Bush a spokesman says Bush stands by his statement 
on domestic issues today Bush admits he did get one thing wrong about a brutal hate crime in his own state 
the dragging death of James Byrd by three white supremacist the three men who who murdered James Byrd 
guess what's going to happen to him they're gonna be put to death wrong as Bush acknowledges this 
morning one of the three is sentenced to life in prison unfortunately | was wrong - we're gonna get the 
ultimate we'll get the death penalty maybe should've an education experts say Gore's wrong in describing his 
own plan | think that we should require States to test all students test schools and school districts experts 
say that's misleading the gore encourages testing even provides incentives but doesn't have such a 
sweeping requirement the gore plan does not call for testing of all students schools and school districts with 
26 days to go in the race so close observers say both candidates seem increasingly cautious fearing that any 
significant mistake or exaggeration could turn the election Lisa Myers NBC News Washington the 
presidential race now in a new NBC news/wall Street Journal poll that shows governor george w bush pulling 
ahead of Vice President Al Gore with the election day just three weeks from tomorrow the poll of likely voters 
shows governor Bush with a six-point lead now 48 to 42% for Vice President Gore a solid lead outside the 
polls margin of error one of the reasons that Bush is pulling ahead may be that Americans now think that 
restoring morale and Family Values is more important than maintaining the economy that's a switch from 
what the polls have been telling us for most of the year tonight the candidates are making final preparations 
for tomorrow night's final debate so joining me now are NBC's David Gregory with the Bush campaign and 
NBC's Claire Shipman traveling with the vice president David let's start with you tonight well Tom based on 
our survey and other national 





based on our survey and other national polls the bush team feels pretty good tonight they feel that Bush has 
captured an edge at a crucial time in this campaign going into the third and final debate but still look for Bush 
in the closing weeks to remain very careful on the campaign trail he stopped doing press conferences for 
instance he's also focusing his message on several key themes he thinks will work with undecided voters 
particularly he says his ability to reach across the aisle to get things done one area that still concerns Bush 
advisors the gender gap they still know that Al Gore has an edge there and they know that in the final weeks 
of the campaign that Gore's didn't drive home the attack on Bush's health care record in taxes a very 
important issue to women to counter that later this week Bush his mother Barbara Bush his wife Laura and 
Cindy McCain yes the wife of Senator John McCain will hit the campaign trail all on their own going to 
battleground states trying to sell undecided women on governor Bush's candidacy Tom David Gregory 
thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman she's in st. Louis as well decided tomorrow night's third and final 
debate Claire tell us what they're thinking now in your campaign well Tom al gore a man who usually likes 
nothing better than to over prepare has told his aides that for tomorrow night's session he doesn't want 
intensive cram session there's a sense that before last week's debate he may have gotten a bit too much 
advice now he wants a little bit of time to himself to get mentally prepared so today he did hold a mock 
debate session with his group of citizen advisors he did meet with his group of regular advisers but 
everybody says it was low-key there was no intensive drilling now some themes we might hear tomorrow 
night and in the weeks ahead do relate to the economy the big choice prosperity itself is on the ballot gore 


trying to use stark terms to make it clear that he believes a vote for George W Bush is a risk and one thing 
we're gonna keep hearing something David Gregory mentioned the Texas record the gore campaign even 
flying three Texas legislators here today to hammer that theme home Tom thanks very much 





that theme home Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman potential candidates plans for spending the 
federal surplus are realistic or mostly empty promises on this day after the final debate george w bush was 
stumping in wisconsin and predicting the race would in his words go down to the wire at a town meeting in 
iowa Vice President Gore said Bush's plan on Social Security simply doesn't add up NBC's Truth Squad has 
been doing the math on the federal surplus and all those promises NBC's Lisa Myers begins our end up 
reporting even as the economy shows signs of slowing jeopardizing huge projected budget surpluses bush 
and gore on the campaign trail today promising hundreds of billions of dollars in tax cuts in new spending 
marriage penalty is unfair it's unfair part of our cash invest in priority areas like public education yet each 
accuses the other guy of fiscal irresponsibility of squandering all the projected budget surplus when you total 
up all the federal spending he wants to do it's the largest increase in federal spending in years and it's not 
gonna be enough money now because the governor has all this money for a tax cut mostly to the wealthy 
there is no money left over so most independent experts say they're both right the truth they say both 
candidates have over promised both campaigns essentially planned to blow the entire surplus on tax cuts 
and spending increases over the next ten years we don't know we're gonna have all of that money under the 
rosiest scenario the government is projected to take in four point six trillion dollars more than it spends over 
the next decade half that surplus is for social security Bush would use some of that to fund private accounts 
for young workers that leaves at most two point two trillion dollars for tax cuts and new government programs 
both of them have made promises that could easily take up that entire amount what's more an independent 
report warns 
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what's more an independent report warns that the surplus may be partly a mirage why because Congress 
and the president have increased spending twice as fast as anticipated yes spending continues to grow at 
the same rate that it has over the past three years then 2/3 of the surplus goes away vanishes that's right 
two-thirds of the 2.2 trillion dollar surplus could disappear that easily leaving both candidates short of money 
to pay for promises even wiping out Gore's rainy day fund yet you'd never guess that from their rhetoric 
promises made will be promises kept we both made promises in this campaign | promise you | will keep mine 
promises experts say will be very hard to keep given the ways of Washington and economic realities Lisa 
Myers NBC News Washington of course a lot of what a president gets done depends on who controls that 
building behind me the US Capitol NBC's Anne Thompson continues in-depth reporting tonight with the 
battles for control of the House and the Senate the high-stakes battle to control Capitol Hill today fought in 
the high rises along a 91 mile strip of Florida's coast from Palm Beach to Miami Beach Republicans hopes of 
hanging on to their slim majority in the house resting with endangered incumbents like 20-year veteran Clay 
Shaw facing a tough challenge from Democrat Elaine bloom it's an opportunity to take back the United 
States House of Representatives to win the house the Democrats need to pick up seven seats today 21 are 
considered toss-ups analysts say a key to a Democratic victory winning a majority of the close races out 
west until this week the battle in the Senate just is closed but the math now changing with the tragic death of 
Missouri governor Mel Carnahan one of the Democrats best hopes for winning back the Senate that seat 
now expected to stay in the Republican column making it almost impossible many believe for the Democrats 
to gain 
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believe for the Democrats to gain control of the Senate analysts say the Democrats will most likely lose the 
seat they hold in Nevada so in order to win the Senate they would have to keep all the other seats they now 
hold including New York where Hillary Clinton has a slight lead and Virginia where Chuck Robb is in a tough 


fight for re-election then win the open seat in Florida and defeat Republican incumbents in Delaware 
Michigan Minnesota Montana and Washington Democrats would in fact have to win every single close race 
to get control of Senate and that's that's pretty unlikely adding to democratic worries joe lieberman's 
insistence on running for both vice president and Senate if he wins both offices his Senate successor would 
be appointed by Connecticut's Republican governor tonight the Senate may stay Republican but like the 
presidential contest the race for the House still up for grabs | think if a candidate opens up even a three to 
five percent win in the president election that will have impact upon house races political combat now fought 
block by block in crucial districts like the one along Florida's coast an Thompson NBC News Washington 
tonight the American economy and how to keep it booming Vice President Gore and Governor Bush went 
head-to-head today on that issue polls showing most Americans are not really worried about the economy so 
the question is why are the candidates taking that issue to the mat now we begin tonight's in-depth reporting 
with NBC's Claire Shipman Al Gore's big issue in the final 19 days it's the economy 1.1 trillion dollar deficit 
today with former Treasury secretary Robert Rubin at his side Gore launches the assault on November 7th 
we face one of the biggest choices America has faced in half a century a choice of priorities a choice of 
values a choice is fundamental as prosperity itself but George W Bush today ceding no ground talking up the 
new economy and warning 
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talking up the new economy and warning Gore's approach is flawed the attitude of Washington toward the 
new economy is often very different it is an attitude of command and control but will these economic 
arguments really move voters a new NBC survey out today finds that 44% of registered voters believe the 
next president's priorities should be restoring moral values only 28 percent say the priorities should be 
maintaining economic growth that's a big switch from last month when 44 percent ranked the economy first 
and 36% said moral values who knows why people are more concerned with character right now than the 
economy one could speculate that it's because the economy is fairly good so why is Gore banking on the 
economy in the last day aides say he's going after a small but critical group of undecided voters gore 
campaign polls show these undecided like his message of fiscal discipline and worry about Bush's Social 
Security reform plan and tax cut and does it risk our economic prosperity of course it does the Bush 
campaign argues it's the other way around undecideds respond well to his argument against big government 
and Democratic scare tactics on Social Security responsible for the chairman of the Democratic Party and for 
Vice President Gore to stoke the fears of seniors to get their economic messages out both candidates today 
criss-crossing the nation's financial capital in a flurry of television interviews gore trekking to tape an 
appearance on the Rosie O'Donnell show Bush dropping by CNBC and both taping a guest spot on Saturday 
Night Live | love my son a moment of humor as both candidates face the serious challenge of a dead heat 
with less than three weeks until Election Day Claire Shipman NBC News New York good evening 18 days 
three weekends and 
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good evening 18 days three weekends and miles to go before they sleep Al Gore and George W Bush 
tonight are within a point or two of each other in most polls and in a dead heat in the latest MSNBC tracking 
poll of Platt tied 44% of piece and are continuing to close to call in the critical electoral states from Florida up 
to the industrial Midwest and the border state of Missouri where today Gore and President Clinton made a 
rare joint appearance NBC's Claire Shipman and David Gregory are with the candidates tonight Claire the 
clinton-gore relationship is said to be under strain going into the final lap of this campaign indeed Tom there's 
word tonight that in the final days of this cliffhanger campaign Bill Clinton is feeling underutilized and far from 
denying it the gore campaign says it wants him to keep his distance a rare moment of togetherness for the 
Clintons and the Gores today in Missouri for the funeral of governor Mel Carnahan both families eager to 
prove personal relations are fine Clinton denying reports today he's feeling left out of the gore campaign but 
this is not an image Gore is eager to promote in fact aides say it's unlikely the two will campaign side-by-side 
at all why core aides say their campaign polling shows voters prefer to see him like this and | stand here 
tonight as my own man Clinton will help in getting out the vote in the final weeks at rallies with a few 


commercials but all without gore Clinton is the best person in the country to frame why the Clinton floral 
regime should be extended he says it much better than Gore himself can on the other hand the public has 
very strong questions about the ethics and the reality of this administration indeed polls tell the gore team 
that Clinton is still a liability for the vice president quote ice on their wings on the issue of trustworthiness 
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on the issue of trustworthiness especially with undecided voters they say for example this attack yesterday 
on Bush's debate performance turns swing voters off most don't like Clinton or negative politics almost 
gagged when | heard that answer on the patient's Bill of Rights in in Texas the campaign thinks other 
Democrats like Bob Kerry a frequent gore and Clinton critic can be more useful on what they believe is a 
critical line of attack in the final weeks questioning Bush's competence saying it is a city to a competency 
differential and | saw evidence in debate that led me to conclude that that Governor Bush may not be up to 
some of the more difficult challenges now Gore is unlikely to raise questions of Bush's competence himself 
his aides know that a charge like that could backfire is far too negative but his aides also want to keep that 
thought in front of voters in these final weeks Tom thank you very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight as for 
governor Bush he's working our extra hard in the closing days of this campaign to close a gender gap that 
has been so helpful to pass Democratic presidential candidates and so harmful to Republicans women again 
this year the most targeted group of voters NBC's David Gregory is with the Bush campaign tonight back 
where it started in New Hampshire David well that's right Tom today governor Bush returns to the state he 
lost of course during the primaries determined to sway those independent voters he needs so badly 
especially women for his part Al Gore's in this fight as well he begins his day in New York equally eager to 
court this influential voting bloc Vice President Al Gore | mean today Gore hits the talk-show circuit sitting 
down with Regis and Rosie and reaching out to their large female audiences the real key is the classroom 
experience why are women so important this year in the past two elections women overwhelmingly favored 
Bill Clinton this year they support Al Gore but a smaller critical group of politically independent women 





group of politically independent women are torn between gore and Bush and could tip the balance women 
like Renee Hance of Michigan who says she's leaning toward gore but is still undecided attending a Bush 
speech outside Detroit this week because she says she worries the vice president might spend too much of 
the taxpayers money how much missed my check every week that's a big issue the latest NBC news/wall 
Street Journal poll shows tremendous volatility among independent Women Voters in just one month a 17 
point advantage for the vice president has disappeared it's Bush with a 4-point edge now despite a large 
margin of error analysts say the movement is clear how do experts explain the support of women shifting 
back and forth governor Bush is a very attractive candidate from the perspective of character and style and 
Vice President Gore on the other hand has the issues that women put at the very top of their own worry list 
so what will make the difference for Gore advisers believe it's issues like Social Security health care 
education abortion for a bush aids counter its tone and emphasis on bipartisanship morality and character 
families this week the campaign brought out the bush women to do their part to now George says that he's 
been surrounded by strong women sometimes by choice and sometimes just by the accident of birth both 
sides pulling out all the stops now to impress women perhaps the most crucial voting bloc in this dead even 
race Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory tonight 17 days left now and the latest NBC News poll still 
shows the bush-gore race a statistical dead heat Gore was on the attack today criticizing a position restated 
by Bush's foreign policy advisor that the US should stop participating in NATO's peacekeeping mission in the 
Balkans the Bush can't strongly disagree with this view | believe it demonstrates a lack of judgment and a 
complete misunderstanding 





judgment and a complete misunderstanding of history the bush camp counters that US strength could be 
better used outside Europe in the Middle East and in distant trouble spots the candidate himself talked 
mostly today about domestic issues we're gonna win with a positive message of change and reform we are 
not just opposing the current administration we're proposing something better their race is shaping up as the 
tightest in decades and in these final days bush and gore will be concentrating on the in 11 toss-up States 
because his NBC's Jonathan alter reports neither got a bump from their series of debates undecided voters 
estimated to be as much as 1/5 of the electorate the big targets in this razor-thin race neither one of the 
candidates really interest me that much | haven't decided who yet | want to vote for two candidates two 
strategies for reaching them in Tuesday's final debate the last chance voters had to judge them side-by-side 
| want to fight for me Al Gore is relying on passionate conviction for those of you for my opponent please only 
vote once george w bush is going more for the folksy appeal but the different approaches for reaching 
undecided voters go deeper than that look this isn't about governor bush it's not about me it is about you 
Gore is betting that undecided voters care more about the issues that affect their lives than about the 
candidates themselves if you want someone who will spend a lot of words describing a whole convoluted 
process and then end up supporting legislation that is supported by the big drug companies this is your man 
borsch is betting that undecided voters care more about the candidates likability and general themes than 
about the specifics of issues it's not only 





the specifics of issues it's not only what's your philosophy and what's your position on issues but can you get 
things done and | believe | can and Bush's target isn't the drug companies it's the government I trust people | 
don't trust the federal government's gonna be this weak both candidates said things that weren't quite right 
the federal government has been reduced in size by more than 300,000 people actually the vast bulk of that 
reduction came from the end of the Cold War not Gore's effort to cut government I've brought Republicans 
and Democrats together to do just that in the state of Texas to get a patient's Bill of Rights through actually 
Bush vetoed a patient's Bill of Rights and the one that finally passed did so without his signature meanwhile 
both candidates made comments that left viewers scratching their heads those schools are excellent 
insurance that's a washington term neither one is even close to closing the sale I'm just not thrilled about 
their views either one of them this year the undecided are also uninspired they will choose very late if they 
vote at all Jonathan alter NBC News New York John Seigenthaler good evening everyone the race for 
president is entering a crucial phase now with 16 days left until Election Day the latest NBC News poll shows 
george w bush leading al gore by 4 points and looking for more the all-important undecided voters still hold 
the key in 12 critical States where 121 electoral votes are up for grabs our coverage begins with NBC's chip 
Reid in Philadelphia last night an urgent plea from Al Gore for key Democratic constituency's including 
blacks and organized labor to get out the vote every single person here to get me one thought one more vote 
per precinct between now and November the 7th it is now the homestretch in a race that could go either way 
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that could go either way according to NBC's electoral map gore leads in 15 states with 208 electoral votes 62 
short of the magic number 270 and in two of those states his lead is shaky the strategy for the next two 
weeks a non-stop sprint through battleground states with the message that Gore can continue the prosperity 
also a four million dollar a week advertising blitz portraying Bush's economic plan as risky will he come clean 
on Social Security but as Election Day nears the target audience is gradually shifting from the undecided to 
the Democratic base | freely predict that the majority of those quote undecided voters are going to sit on the 
question is who gets the most of those people who don't sit home in Dallas today Gore addressed hundreds 
of Ministers from around the nation in the hope that they will inspire their congregations to vote | speak of a 
richness not of material possessions but of virtues and values I'm talking about strong family life in America 
something more basic than all of our budget debates but somehow harder to achieve tomorrow Gore works 
the toss-up states of Oregon and Washington a total of 18 electoral votes Tuesday's stops include Arkansas 
and Gore's home state Tennessee a total of 17 electoral votes and as Gore races from state to state this 
week he plans to begin each day talking about the issues at the kitchen tables of ordinary Americans chip 


Reid NBC News Dallas this is Campbell Brown the Bush campaign is calling this a historic show of 
Republican solidarity 29 of the 30 Republican governors together in Austin Texas to kick off a campaign tour 
for Governor George Bush some campaigns tend to send out spokespeople I'm sending out examples 
examples of people who know how to lead examples of people who have solved problems over the 





people who have solved problems over the next three days the governor's will travel to 25 states 
concentrating on the battleground states with the largest number of electoral votes John Inglish Michigan has 
18 Jeb Bush is Florida has 25 the governor of Pennsylvania which has 23 electoral votes introduced Bush 
today and plans to campaign for him from now through the end of the election | think we're gonna possibly 
maybe a corner to ahead with everybody associated with 14:15 days is an eternity in politics so it's a 
battleground state of clerk that we survey the latest NBC News poll shows 24 states in the bush column a 
total of 209 electoral votes 61 short of what's needed to win along with the governor's the campaign is 
keeping other surrogates on the road tomorrow aspiring first lady Laura Bush campaigns with Senator John 
McCain's wife Cindy on what's being hailed as the W is for women tour with the debates now out of the way 
there are no more big events to draw voters attention Bush advisers say time is running out and the 
governor's challenge now is finding a way to connect with the undecideds Campbell Brown NBC News 
Austin Texas good evening now it's a sprint to the finish two weeks from tomorrow America will select its first 
president of the 21st century 15 days until the election 14 days of campaigning left and all the polls indicate 
this remains a race too close to call those same polls also show a slight Al Gore pick up in the past few days 
according to the latest MSNBC Reuters tracking poll last week's dead even a tie went to a four-point lead for 
Bush over the weekend but it's tightened back to a two point lead for Bush or for gore today what that tells us 
more than anything else is that this race is so close the lead is liable to change on the slightest breeze here's 
Al Gore now just two points behind George Bush today 
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just two points behind George Bush today both men returned to their fundamental claims for the office it has 
been the second biggest obstacle to reform in America and now he wants to be the biggest and now he 
wants to be the obstacle and chief a president has the obligation to fight for all of the people especially the 
working people especially the middle-class families especially the men and women who most need a 
champion in the White House I'm running for president here in the state of Washington because | want to 
fight for you Gore was also saying today that he has the momentum but the presidency isn't a national 
popularity poll it's won state-by-state the electoral vote and so on the next two weeks you'll be hearing a lot 
about how the electoral map is so important the so called battleground states tonight NBC's Lisa Myers it 
takes us across the political landscape with the hours ticking away Al Gore today fights to nail down 
traditionally democratic states in the Pacific Northwest still a toss-up suddenly it's a two-front war against 
George Bush and a new headache consumer advocate Ralph Nader my task is not to tell those people that 
they're gonna that a vote for Nader is a vote for Bush that may be true but my task is is to convince them to 
vote enthusiastically for me and today that task looks even more urgent the latest electoral map shows Bush 
with a slight advantage but 270 electoral votes needed to win Bush now leads in 24 states with 209 votes 
gore in 12 states with 175 votes two states previously in Gore's column Pennsylvania and Minnesota now 
toss ups leaving 14 states still up for grabs and analysts say Gore must win most of those if Al Gore doesn't 
get at 





most of those if Al Gore doesn't get at least eight of your 14 toss-up States he's not going to be competitive 
complicating Poor's task in six of those states the little known Nader he draws only about 5% of the vote 
nationally but his unabashedly liberal views are pulling enough votes in Oregon Washington Wisconsin 
Minnesota Michigan and Maine to possibly tip those states to bush in fact in a letter last week some former 
longtime Nader supporters urge him to get out of the race warning he might well give the White House to 


Bush and setback significantly the social progress to which he devoted his career but today Nader shows no 
sign of backing down denies he's taking votes from war heck Gore is taking votes away from gore he's not a 
believable candidate Nader's platform tougher health and environmental laws universal health care a 
crackdown on powerful corporations he dismisses Bush as a corporation disguised as a human being and 
suggests Gore is not trustworthy one area after know that he's ducked he's diverted he's run away he's 
betrayed the people in the environmental groups pollsters say the size of Nader's vote has less to do with 
Nader himself than with Al Gore's failure to connect with liberals and young people though some are clearly 
protest votes Gore's advisers believe about half of Nader supporters still are up for grabs and getting them is 
one of Gore's most urgent priorities Lisa Myers NBC News Washington potential race night with less than 
two weeks ago now both candidates are forced to spend time in states they should have had safely in the 
win column months ago it is that tight tonight according to today's MSNBC Reuters tracking poll gore is 
maintaining his lead over Bush with that lead narrowed from three points to two in the last 24 hours and in 
the crucial battleground state of Florida two statewide polls today also show just how tight this race is one 
poll done for the Fort Lauderdale Sun Sentinel shows Bush with a five-point lead over gore 46 
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Bush with a five-point lead over gore 46 to 41% but another poll by the American research group shows door 
up by four points in Florida 49 to 45% once again NBC's Claire Shipman with the vice president and David 
Gregory with the governor in Florida tonight David that's the state of another Bush Governor Jeb that's right 
Tom Florida with its 25 electoral votes is now the largest of the swing states that will decide this election and 
while governor bush george w bush never expected he'd have to fight so hard to win here he does today 
relying on his best weapon to reach those undecided voters [Music] barnstorming through the state today it's 
Arizona Senator John McCain most prominently by Bush aside I'm a better candidate as a result of him 
putting me through my paces to his former foe five times during his remarks at this rally relying on McCain to 
speak directly to those undecided independent voters he has fully prepared to assume the duties of the 
President United States of America thirteen days before the election this is not where Bush wants to be his 
brother Jeb the governor here Bush was expected to carry the state easily but the race still tied today Bush 
leads a high energy force top 165 mile buzz tour along the state's ifour corridor the hotbed of Florida's 
independent voters and they switch across party lines and so they are very much up for grabs and very 
much in the the scope of those who are running for office Bush who takes time out to jog today says he's not 
just concerned about independent voters but even his staunchest supporters getting out to vote his brother 
Jeb makes a direct plea fraternity more people to come out to the polls because this is a close election so 
close and so much at stake one Bush family member says with a laugh quote if brother Jeb doesn't deliver 
Florida it's gonna be a mighty uncomfortable Christmas for the family thanks very much NBC's David 
Gregory 





thanks very much NBC's David Gregory tonight as for the vice president he comes from a family deeply 
rooted in Tennessee politics but when it comes to this presidential race family ties apparently mean very little 
in the Volunteer State NBC's Claire Shipman with the vice president tonight Claire well Tom a year ago Al 
Gore turned his campaign around by moving it here to Tennessee but this is not a place he wanted to be 
less than two weeks before Election Day for coming home to Tennessee and trying to hit bush close to home 
on education his claims to accountability rest on half measures and a hollow record but the trip is mainly 
about preaching his get-out-the-vote message in one state he thought he had locked up | want your votes | 
want your support | want your hearts | want your passion the polls are tight in Tennessee the latest public 
survey shows Bush ahead 46 to 43 percent but an internal Democratic poll has Gore up 47 to 45 the 
campaign has spent almost half a million dollars on ads here in the last week Al Gore he'll put his values to 
work for us experts say in fact it's not a state a Democrat would naturally win the south as a whole in the past 
couple elections of gone Republican Republican governor and two Republican senators have been a boost 
to bush but gore aides say Tennessee will in the end support its native son as it did Clinton and gore in 1996 
by a small margin now Tennessee isn't quite as important for its electoral votes 11 as it is for the symbolism 


the last presidential candidate to lose his home state South Dakota was George McGovern in 1972 Tom 
thank you very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight is not a national poll in the race between Vice President 
Al Gore and Governor George W Bush that shows a clear advantage for one or the other with just two 
weekends to go according to today's MSNBC's Reuters tracking poll 
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to today's MSNBC's Reuters tracking poll gore is hanging on to a two-point lead over bush for the second 
day in a row but all these polls it's important to point out are within a margin of error that could flip the results 
with her really telling us is that this race appears to be a dead heat and with time running short the final 
strategies now are taking a much sharper form NBC's David Gregory is with the governor again tonight 
Claire Shipman with the vice president Claire the gore campaign pretty worried about Ralph Nader yes Tom 
it was the greening of Al Gore today you know his environmental message hasn't always been a priority on 
the campaign trail but now given those fears about Ralph Nader it could be critical Al Gore today 
hopscotching across the Midwest reminding voters of his environmentalist credentials together we can clean 
up the environment seizing on a new UN report about global warming he pitches his message and diners 
and even a TV personality Queen Latifah the environment is at stake in this election why it's a theme that 
appeals to those critical undecided voters and especially the supporters of this man Ralph Nader once a 
minor distraction Nader gore aides now fear could cost them the election how much can Nader hurt take 
Oregon a state Gore was counting on a recent poll has Bush at 45 gore at 41 and Nader at 10 in traditionally 
Democratic Minnesota Bush's 44 gore 41 Nader 8 and here in Wisconsin Gore has an edge Nader remains 
steady at 5% those statistics have Democrats cranking up the heat on Nader supporters former gore rival Bill 
Bradley on the stump today in Washington State and pro-choice organizations are spending big money for 
ads like these to make the case that a vote for Nader could mean the end of a woman's right to 





could mean the end of a woman's right to choose before voting Nader consider the risk it's your choice and 
look for prominently on Gore's travel schedule in the final week Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire 
Shipman tonight as for Governor bush he had some high-powered help today on the campaign trail and a 
more pointed commentary on the vice president NBC david gregory's with the vice president tonight in 
Pittsburgh David what's hot making it abundantly clear that the clinton-gore scandals of the past eight years 
will be a major theme in the closing days of this can today governor Bush does attack Vice President Gore 
says he's been a failed leader and Bush promises that if he's elected Americans will once again be able to 
respect their government was today campaigning in the tough battleground state of Pennsylvania alongside 
the popular retired General Colin Powell and Bush again strongly hints that if elected how will be a member 
of his cabinet now today's address focuses on quote responsible leadership and how on issues like Social 
Security and Medicare the clinton-gore administration has failed to provide it they are going out as they came 
in their guide the nightly polls their goals the morning headlines their legacy the fruitless search for a legacy 
now with the race so tight advisers are hunkered down trying to portray confidence while at the same time 
plotting the final push the final eight days that aides say will include or at least likely to include visits to eight 
different states that Bill Clinton carried in the last two elections Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory 
tonight it's or in the Midwest the chances are you could run into one of the presidential candidates this 
weekend Governor George W Bush and Vice President Al Gore are campaigning 





Vice President Al Gore are campaigning intensely in that critical part of the electoral landscape as the polls 
continue to show effectively a dead heat between them the latest MSNBC Reuters tracking poll now shows 
that governor Bush is up by a point the back-and-forth just one more example of how tight this race is these 
are the states where the two men will spend the next few days all of them in play with a little more than a 
week to go before the election NBC's Claire Shipman and David Gregory will be there with them tonight 
we're gonna begin with David and the governor David well Tom governor Bush makes four stops today along 


a bus toward West admission before a rally here in Indiana the Texas governor now preparing himself for the 
campaign's final push which will literally take him coast-to-coast in a race with more battle ground States 
than any campaign in recent memory bush in Kalamazoo fired up urging supporters to reach out to 
undecided voters even Democrats who want change people understand Washington doesn't have to be a 
place of gridlock and name-calling and missed opportunity the campaign is not drawing up its final battle 
plans the question who where to spend the remaining 11 days and at least 22 million dollars of campaign 
money one look at the electoral map shows the highlights of Bush's remaining schedule 14 states up for 
grabs 154 electoral votes of the 270 needed for victory Bush will visit states from the Pacific Northwest to 
Florida a must-win State where advisors say the campaign and the party will spend more than two million 
dollars on TV advertising in the final week and though still an underdog in California Bush goes there early 
next week both campaigns and their parties are also stepping up the attacks in a highly unusual move 
Republicans now showcase an opponent Ralph Nader featured in a new ad to air in Oregon Washington and 
Wisconsin with a consumer advocate now threatens the vice president al gore 





threatens the vice president al gore [Music] ask Al Gore and the Bush campaign today complains about 
phone calls being made to Michigan voters accusing the governor of weakening nursing home standards in 
Texas again with so many toss-up states on the electoral map campaign cash becomes key when you have 
to drum up enthusiasm in so many different places tonight top Bush advisors both they have quote significant 
resources to be the challenge in any pivotal state Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory as for vice 
president Gore's people they believe that the Republican sponsorship of the Nader ad attacking the vice 
president will backfire the vice president today was working much the same turf although with a different 
message and in the closing days these attacks are getting much sharper NBC's Claire Shipman was the vice 
president tonight Claire Tom the attacks are sharper and the gore campaign is also very much focused at the 
same time on state strategy they are looking at three critical states Pennsylvania Michigan and a state once 
considered a natural win for Bush Florida barnstorming through Pennsylvania today a state Gore believes he 
can't win without if you isolate to Pennsylvania Michigan and Missouri and you tell me who's gonna win two 
of those states I'll tell you who's gonna be the next president gore a degree but take Florida if they can grab 
those 25 electoral votes could be their ace in the next five days the gore campaign will trace a path from 
Pennsylvania where gore is just ahead to Michigan Wisconsin Missouri and Oregon all toss-ups and then to 
Florida a dead heat to but recent polls have given Gore a slight edge there in fact gore officials now say they 
are quote playing to win in Florida both with the candidates and money the campaign will double what 





and money the campaign will double what its spending on advertising there - just under two million dollars 
more than its spending in any other state and as they plot their strategy the gore campaign also loudly 
complaining today about this new Republican attack ad accusing the clinton-gore administration of giving 
China nuclear secrets our security has been sold to communist Red China it's a remake of the infamous 
1964 Daisy ad that Lyndon Johnson used against Barry Goldwater suggesting Goldwater might get the 
nation into a nuclear war that commercial created such an up that 1964 commercial created such an uproar 
that it was pulled off the air after just one showing now today's commercial was not created by the Bush 
campaign but by an independent group Bush campaign says it doesn't condone it and it s that has asked 
that it be pulled off the air as well Tom thank you very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight John Seigenthaler 
good evening everyone with ten days and Counting till Election Day this could turn out to be the closest race 
for president in 40 years the latest MSNBC tracking poll shows the race between Al Gore and George W 
Bush still a statistical dead heat and Green Party candidate Ralph Nader with a critical 5% and holding the 
key to victory 14 toss-up States with 154 electoral votes up for grabs all political battlegrounds our coverage 
begins with NBC's Campbell Brown governor Bush on the campaign trail in Wisconsin today with his running 
mate Dick Cheney their first joint appearance in six days and in the town of grand suits several thousand 
Republican faithful braved the cold to welcome the GOP ticket yeah we're coming down the stretch and | got 
to tell you our team feels great Bush is making a run for this traditionally Democratic state with its 11 


electoral votes recent polls show bush and gore in a tight contest today Bush weaves into his stump speech 
themes of personal responsibility and leadership and he is tempering his attacks on Vice President Gore now 
more 





attacks on Vice President Gore now more teasing than pointed he claimed he invented the Internet but if he 
was so smart how come all the internet addresses start with w bush has a dual role on the stump now 
mobilizing grassroots supporters and making one final pitch to the undecideds in swing states Bush's second 
stop today Missouri 11 electoral votes another state in the toss-up category Missouri is a swing state and | 
can't winner alone this rally in Columbia Missouri was officially added to bush a schedule just two days ago 
the reason whole numbers in swing states like this are changing constantly and bush campaign strategists 
are adjusting his schedule to make sure the most crucial states get the most attention Campbell Brown NBC 
News Columbia Missouri this is chip Reed in the closing days of a campaign most candidates focus on 
messages intended to mobilize their supporters Al Gore though still offers detailed talks on issues the other 
side is against a real patients Bill of Rights in wilkes-barre Pennsylvania today the topic was health care if 
you believe the HMOs and insurance companies need more power and more control over your health and 
well-being than you ought to vote for my opponent because that's his position but with campaign days that 
begin before dawn and end after midnight Gore also makes time for get out the vote rallies to inspire loyal 
Democrats this afternoon he even squeezed in a quick trip to Washington to watch his son's high school 
football game in the coming days though Gore's endurance will be put to an even tougher test as the 
campaign ads trips to States they hoped would be in the safe column by now states where Ralph Nader is 
peeling liberal support away from gore including Minnesota Oregon and California seizing an opportunity a 
Republican group is airing 





opportunity a Republican group is airing an ad encouraging Democrats to vote for Nader eight years was 
betrayed and promises broken a Gore spokesman calls the ad unfair and deceptive the candidate himself 
rarely mentions Nader but is aggressively courting his supporters emphasizing his own credentials on the 
environment campaign aides say Gore will continue to stress how his policies differ from those of George 
Bush and will not focus on Nader but behind the scenes there is an aggressive effort to convince Nader 
supporters that they could end up putting George Bush in the White House chip Reid NBC News Washington 
yet Americans of voting age but generally only about half actually exercise their right this year could be 
different because the presidential race is the closest in decades but complicating things is a usually 
unusually high percentage of uncommitted one-in-five say their vote could change between now and 
November 7th with some examples from suburban st. Louis here's NBC's Anne Thompson lunchtime in 
White City Missouri over the fish sandwich special diners like Bill Stinson still mulling the choices for 
president | prefer Gore but I like Bush's position on the issues so it's a personality thing the small business 
owner one of thousands of undecided voters keeping Missouri in the toss-up column and though this is the 
closest election in decades many in this restaurant are decidedly unenthusiastic one of them veerudu Polly 
neither one of them impressed me as president | don't know why but the candidates keep trying with just ten 
days to go the swing state remains a top priority for both Al Gore and George W Bush Bush's visit today his 
eighth since the Republican convention Gore has spent six days campaigning in Missouri and is planning 
another pre-election visit why is Missouri so important consider this 





is Missouri so important consider this in every election in the last century except two candidate who won 
Missouri won the White House Washington University political scientist Jim Davis says Missouri is a 
microcosm of America we have a lot of the characteristics of the United States as a whole we are not a 
mostly rural state that we have an awful lot of rural real estate perhaps it's our typical miss that makes us 
unique Missouri's issues are the nation's the economy Social Security prescription drugs and its dilemma is 


Bill Stinson's | usually had my mind made up several months before the election this was one of the closest 
ones I've had in many many years and a little more than a week to choose who will lead the nation for the 
next four years Ann Thompson NBC News st. Louis Ida despite the deep philosophical differences between 
bush and gore some well-known others not so well-known our campaign coverage continues with nbc's 
jonathan alter lunchtime in campaign 2011 sees between the candidates two of the biggest differences 
energy and education my plant opens the door to more energy to fuel a growing economy and a new 
economy bush's energy plan is focused on increasing the supply by drilling in the alaska Arctic Wildlife 
Refuge using diplomatic leverage where possible against OPEC and setting aside money for clean coal 
technology | believe that pollution should never be Frye's of prosperity Gor favors some drilling and tapping 
the Strategic Petroleum Reserve when prices rise too high but his plan is more green it would protect the 
Alaska wilderness from drilling offer tax breaks for 





drilling offer tax breaks for energy-efficient homes and electric cars and expand a low-income heating oil 
program bottom line Bush leans toward increasing supply Gore leans toward reducing demand education 
although Washington provides only 7 cents of every education dollar spent the schools are a campaign issue 
for both bush and gore | don't want any child left behind as we go into the 21st century it must be a priority 
Bush has said that Texas school kids have improved at a phenomenal clip as president he says he would 
offer parents a $1,500 voucher for use in public or private school if the child's troubled public school failed 
three years in a row test every child in every grade every year for greater accountability and boost early 
grade reading programs and teacher training for reading our public schools aren't perfect and can't always 
turn on a dime but we all have a moral obligation as Americans to help them Gore says a new nonpartisan 
study shows that student progress in Texas has been overstated his own plan would spend sixty seven 
billion dollars more on education than bush and offer pre-k to all American four-year-olds decreased class 
size by using federal money to help hire 1 million new teachers and increase federal spending on after- 
school programs computers and school construction the most fundamental difference vouchers we must 
challenge failure by giving parents more choices and more options and better up for every child in this great 
land my opponents voucher plan could drain more taxpayer money from our public schools than all the new 
money that he would invest in public schools all across the country the candidates views on energy 
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country the candidates views on energy or education alone aren't likely to swing this election but they're 
certain to factor somewhere and of voters calculations Jonathan alter NBC News New York Al Gore and 
George W Bush are facing the toughest political battle of their lives the latest MSNBC tracking poll shows the 
two remain in a statistical dead heat today the gore campaign sharpened its attacks on Bush while the focus 
remains on 14 battleground states where a hundred fifty-four electoral votes are still up for grabs we begin 
our coverage with NBC's chip Reid the vice president began the last full week of the campaign visiting black 
churches in Detroit trying to inspire the Democratic faithful to vote are you with me your running mate Joe 
Lieberman and their wives then kicked off a two-day bus tour across the crucial toss-up states of Michigan 
and Wisconsin hammering away at what they call governor Bush's tax cut for the rich insisting that as 
President Bush would bring back the days of big deficits and high unemployment understand clearly what's 
at stake here prosperity is on the ballot health care is on the ballot public schools are on the ballot Social 
Security is on the ballot Lieberman after criticizing Bush's record in Texas and questioning his experience 
launched his most direct attack yet on Bush's fitness to serve George Bush is not ready to be President of 
the United States soprano president you need and deserve a bush spokesman accused the gore campaign 
of going negative because it's sinking in the polls Bush who took most of the day off at his Texas ranch 
spoke by satellite to Latino supporters in California a state once thought to be a sure thing for Gore but 
where the race has tightened I've liked my chances ever since I've been coming out there and while my 
opponent has been bit the counting the votes of California 





the counting the votes of California we've been working hard to earn them as Election Day approaches the 
rhetoric from both sides is becoming sharper in part because the campaigns are turning their attention away 
from undecided voters and to their loyal supporters trying to get as many of them to the polls as possible chip 
Reid NBC News east lansing michigan it is a game of inches and adding to the drama the third-party 
candidacy of Green Party nominee Ralph Nader more on him from NBC's Norah O'Donnell in the tightest 
presidential election in 40 years Ralph Nader is wrecking havoc the support in some of the battleground 
states is actually growing despite the gore campaigns counter-offensive polling data out today measuring 
Nader's impact in the toss-up states show votes for him could tip six states with the total of 68 electoral votes 
to bush it looks like the full-court press to get Nader voters to come over to Gore may even backfired an 
abortion rights group plans to expand this ad to run in seven states at a cost of over 1.5 million dollars voting 
for Ralph Nader helps elect George W Bush sources say Gore surrogates will carry that same message in 
person this week as Nader campaigns in crucial states like Michigan Minnesota and Wisconsin this is 
different from any other third party most third parties the hit Election Day they pick up a few votes and then 
they recede Nader's goal is to get at least 5% of the popular vote to win official status for his Green Party and 
their federal funding which comes with that designation it's what Ross Perot's Reform Party did in 1992 and 
in the process took enough votes away from George Bush to give Bill Clinton the White House nor O'Donnell 
NBC News Washington go to the videotape in the great game of presidential politics it's let's go to the map 
the electoral map the battlefields with one week to go the 
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battlefields with one week to go the states in red are considered to be solid for Governor George W Bush 
those in blue for Vice President Al Gore 14 are thought to be tossed at this point and that's where the 
election will be won and lost NBC's David Gregory is with the governor tonight in a state many considered to 
be good for Gore David George W Bush simply won't concede California he won't yet Tom Bush 
barnstorming California this Democratic stronghold just eight days before the election is seen as highly 
suspect little more than a little political poker perhaps the real reason he's here the only reason is to appear 
on The Tonight Show with Jay Leno later this evening the latest statewide poll in California shows Bush 
trailing board by 10 points in fact most people don't believe that Texas governor can actually win here he just 
wants to make Al Gore think he can also today as governor Bush in these final days promises to unite the 
country Bush accuses his opponent the vice president of appealing to people's quote darker impulses if you 
try to win at any cost the price is high you lose your ability to inspire our people and lead a nation one more 
note about California even if governor Bush does not think he can realistically win here in the final week his 
campaign and the Republican Party will spend 2.5 million dollars on television advertising throughout the 
state trying Tom thanks very much NBC's David Gregory tonight as for the vice president while he was 
promoting prosperity and healthcare today in the Midwest the rest of his team continued to raise questions 
about Governor Bush's preparations for the presidency NBC's Claire Shipman is with the vice president 
tonight Claire Tom sources tell us that the Democrats are ready to spend the bulk of their advertising dollars 
in the final week almost 12 million dollars worth on a series of commercials targeting Bush on the issue of 
experience it's a theme the gore campaign thinks is resonating with voters and Joe Lieberman was unusually 
blunt about it today let me tell you 





blunt about it today let me tell you honestly George Bush is not ready to be President of the United States 
now the gore campaign is testing two basic commercials right now with focus groups for release later this 
week one is fairly positive essentially making the case that Gore has the experience to be President the 
other is harder-hitting looking at Bush's record and asking the question is he ready to lead in all of this as you 
mentioned while Gore says focus on the economy Tom thanks very much NBC's Claire Shipman tonight 
NBC Nightly News invited the governor and the vice president to appear on nightly news in the week before 
the election to discuss an issue a night after a due deliberation the Bush campaign declined the vice 
president accepted and he is in Wisconsin at this moment a surprise president one of the major issues 
separating you and the governor in the area of education which we'll be talking about tonight is this whole 


issue of vouchers in Milwaukee a Democratic mayor has successfully led the fight for vouchers that are 
financed with public money you and the teachers groups that support you are opposed to the idea how do 
you explain your position to a Milwaukee parent who's taking a child out of a failing school and put that child 
in a safe secure learning center if | thought that vouchers were the only alternative to a failing school | might 
feel differently Tom but the fact is that we have many great schools in our country and all schools can 
become great we should not tolerate any failing schools we should insist on new accountability we should 
insist on firm local control with testing of all students to perform to measure their performance testing of all 
new teachers and we need to recruit a lot of new teachers in order to reduce the class size but at a time 
when we have a record number of students in public schools it is wrong in my opinion to drain taxpayers 
money away from public schools for private school vouchers that in most cases do not even begin to pay 
private 





cases do not even begin to pay private school tuition and given to schools that are not accountable for public 
money that don't have to accept all students | think that we should make education the number one priority 
reduce the class size modernize the schools give federal help to local school boards that are strapped for 
resources while maintaining local control and new accountability mr. vice president the head naa before | 
gave its endorsement - you said the core issue for you mouch er is no wavering no wobbling does that mean 
that you'll remain opposed about yours during the four years if you're elected president in the United States | 
think that vouchers represent a mistake um | think that we should renew our commitment to the public 
schools | think private schools have a great place a great role but not with taxpayer money taken away from 
the public schools look more than 90 percent of America's children go to public schools we need to build up 
all our public schools any failing school should receive immediate help a new principal a new turnaround 
team we shouldn't tolerate failing schools we need to modernize the classrooms and build new schools we 
need to recruit new teachers we need universal preschool and we need to make college tuition mostly tax- 
deductible so kids from middle-class families can go on to college whenever they want to mr. vice president 
today you were talking about health and prosperity but the rest of your team we're raising real questions 
what governor Bush's ability to lead the nation as president of the United States and your wife tipper said this 
is not the dating game that we're talking about here do you think that next week that this will be settled more 
on personalities than it will be on policies and is that why your team is out there attacking George Bush's 
record well her comment was in reference to me not to him and we've been having a good time out here on 
the on the trail Tom | think that the proposals that my opponent has presented such such as the voucher a 
proposal you know he would force States to spend their money on vouchers even if the states didn't want to | 
think proposals like the 





to | think proposals like the privatization of a big part of social security where the trillion dollars is promised to 
two different people the huge tax cut that goes mostly to the wealthy almost half to the wealthiest 1% | think 
these kinds of proposals do raise questions about the wisdom of the ideas that he is presenting but | 
personally am NOT going to judge the qualifications of my opponent because | don't think I'm very objective 
about it mr. vice president thank you very much for being with us tonight thank you for inviting me Tom thank 
you now to Missouri and a major development of the Senate race there tonight the Democratic candidate 
governor Mel Carnahan was killed in a plane crash two weeks ago and tonight his widow has agreed to 
serve if her husband pulls off what will only be described as a posthumous victory here's NBC's Jim Avila 
once labeled Missouri's meanest Senate race now suddenly the saddest a popular governor dies in a 
campaign plane crash leaving his bid for the United States Senate unfinished a legacy so distinguished he's 
become the posthumous favorite governor Mel Carnahan behind or even in the polls while living surging after 
his death today his wife Jean who lost her partner of 46 years and her oldest son who was flying the plane 
stepped forward to finish the family mission | just so much believed in the dreams and the hopes that my 
husband had | didn't want them to die it's too late to take governor Carnahan's name from the ballot the 
Acting Governor says he'll appoint Jean Carnahan to the Senate if he wins the latest st. Louis post-dispatch 


poll shows Carnahan leading incumbent Senator John Ashcroft 49 to 44% ask Croft fighting a sympathy 
bounce he cannot attack he's really running against three opponents he's running against the legend of Mel 
Carnahan he's running against the widow and he's also running against media also in a tight spot the Bush 
campaign Missouri a toss-up state in presidential polls experts say the high profile Senate race 





experts say the high profile Senate race drama could bring more people to the ballot box many of them 
Democrats for gore women are particularly susceptible to an emotional reaction favoring the widow experts 
say gene Carnahan who has never run for or held public office is suddenly a political force in position to 
become a u.s. senator and alter the race for president Jim Avila NBC News Rolla Missouri NBC News in- 
depth tonight the next president in the US Supreme Court has been a lot of speculation about what will 
happen to the court of George Bush or el Gore wins and chances are whichever of them is elected he will get 
a chance to nominate at least one new justice perhaps the chief justice on average there's a new justice 
appointed every two years but there have been no new appointments since 1994 it's been almost 180 years 
since the Supreme Court's gone so long without a new justice and as for how the court would change it 
depends both on who the new president is and which of the justices will be leaving we begin tonight in depth 
with NBC's Pete Williams with the court now deeply divided on so many important questions the new 
president's appointments could make a big difference but how much difference depends on which of the 
current justices actually retire while all nine now seem healthy the three oldest are Chief Justice Rehnquist 
76 John Paul Stevens 80 in Sandra Day O'Connor 70 Rehnquist is among the most conservative O'Connor 
often a swing vote and Stevens typically votes with the Liberals so the court would change the most if Gore 
gets elected and can replace the conservative Rehnquist or if Bush is elected and can replace the more 
liberal Stephens liberal groups claim that because Bush has said he most admires conservative justices 
Scalia and Thomas Moore appointees like them they say would wipe out what's left of affirmative action in 
employment and school admissions support more state restrictions on access to abortions and limit the 
reach of civil rights laws serve rights issues for people of color 





serve rights issues for people of color for women for persons with disabilities older Americans gays and 
lesbians this could be the most radical shift to the right in decades but conservative groups say Gore 
appointments would likely revived widespread racial preferences doom the push for school vouchers and 
prayer in the classroom and end any possibility of overturning the roe v wade abortion decision this court is 
only one vote away from returning to the Hettie old days of liberal activism when courts ran school systems 
impose taxes and let criminals out on technicalities and many court scholars say the justices do read the 
election returns say a conservative like Rehnquist might choose to stay if Gore is elected instead of letting a 
Democratic president replace him with someone more liberal Pete Williams NBC News at the Supreme Court 
and as Pete Williams points out abortion is one of the topics that divides the court as NBC's Lisa Myers tells 
us now it is an issue that governor Bush is not eager to raise his critics say he's done his best to obscure his 
anti-abortion position governor Bush rarely brings up the subject of abortion himself today he doesn't 
mention it at all but when he does talk about this hot-button issue Bush chooses his words and tone carefully 
critics say trying to have it both ways in terms of the abortion issue | am pro-life | recognize that this is an 
issue that is divisive in America good people disagree on the issue what he pushed a constitutional 
amendment to outlaw abortion | would support a constitutional amendment with the exceptions of a life incest 
and rape | won't tell you something though the country is not ready for a constitutional amendment so 
instead Bush says he'd focus on reducing abortions by banning so-called partial birth abortion requiring 
parental notification for minors and making adoption easier beyond Bush's words observers say there are 
other atmospherics designed to signal women need not worry his popular mother Barbara is openly pro- 
choice and his wife Laura yet she is - do you believe 





wife Laura yet she is - do you believe that a woman should have the right to choose an abortion this is what | 
believe | agree with George that we should try to do what we can to reduce the number of abortions it 
sounds like you agree with your mother-in-law Barbara Bush that you're pro-choice well that's what you said 
Lisa the impact of all this he's sending a reassuring signal to those of us who are pro-choice | am confident 
that Governor Bush as president would not mount any kind of attack on a woman's right to choose abortion 
rights advocates say Bush is trying to fool voters Bush's goal ending legal abortion who cast some anti- 
abortion votes himself 20 years ago also accuses Bush of trying to fuzz the issue and today warns the stakes 
for women are high | believe in a woman's right to choose think it ought to be protected but pollsters say so 
far Bush's strategy seems to be working wanting abortion is a campaign issue though many voters say they 
trust Gore more on the issue polls show it's not a deciding factor in their vote Lisa Myers NBC News 
Washington in depth tonight the race for the White House now down to the final crucial week today both 
candidates were campaigning on the west coast Vice President Al Gore in Oregon where Ralph Nader is 
pulling in 10% in the latest poll Swetnam the vice president's chances in that state Gore attacked Governor 
Bush's tax cut proposal again saying it will put this country's economic prosperity at risk governor Bush for 
his part spent a second day in California where the Vice President has held a consistent lead in the polls 
today the governor was pushing his compassionate conservative message telling voters the government 
should encourage religious organizations to help the less fortunate this week NBC Nightly News offered each 
of the candidates a nightly appearance in this broadcast to discuss an issue in the campaign Vice President 
Al Gore accepted the offer governor Bush preferred an 





the offer governor Bush preferred an alternative a single interview on a variety of subjects which we taped 
today | began by asking him about the stalemate between the Republican Congress and President Clinton 
over a tax cut and spending program that is so rich it cuts the current surplus by about 40 percent is the 
governor concerned well Tom | haven't seen all their proposals | will tell you that if they overspend now it's 
going to commit the government for a lot of revenues in the future | understand that | hope they hold the line 
on a fiscally responsible way of dealing with with the budget today | worry about gridlock dominating the you 
know the news you're not worried that the Republicans are going too far well | haven't seen all the particulars 
| certainly hope they don't | tell you there's some warning signs | could some warning signs on the horizons 
about our economy and | believe people should have more disposable income to serve as a second win for 
economic growth those warning signs that you've referred to have they prompted you in any way to think 
about cutting back on your tax cut proposal or maybe phasing it in over a longer period of time well Tom | 
don't believe we need to do that do that | believe the phase in the program the phase-in plan I've got for our 
program makes eminent sense any economic downturn needs to be countered by tax relief governor it does 
appear that you're a plan to privatize social security in part is beginning to perhaps hurt you in states like 
Florida and Pennsylvania and the big question is how do we pay for it all the American Academy of Actuaries 
has done a an analysis of your plan and it has concluded that the surplus will be wiped out in 15 to 20 years 
and they give you three real options they say how are you gonna fund this by raising taxes by cutting 
benefits or by extending the age that people can retire at | disagree Tom with their premise | what they | don't 
know I haven't read the report | Know it was critical of me and equally as 





was critical of me and equally as critical of my opponent for piling up about 40 trillion dollars of IOU use in the 
system I've got a plan that addresses the system by allowing younger workers to take some of their money 
and manage it in the private markets under reasonable obviously reasonable restrictions so as to get a better 
rate of return on the people's money now you talk about the politics of Florida and Pennsylvania one of the 
first of all | don't believe my plan is hurting me what | believe is is that my opponent is trying to scare seniors 
by making outrageous claims about what | would or would not do as the president but governor this analysis 
came from the Academy of Actuaries the people who spend all their lives determining how much money will 
be available at what age for American citizens whether it's insurance or social security plans Tom that's fine 
and | heard about the report | haven't read it and | don't know whether or not they adequately analyzed the 


amount that the trillion dollars coming out of the surplus after seniors have been paid to let younger workers 
get a better rate of return on their money a governor you have a new ad that is going out in which the voice 
over invokes Al Gore and his mother-in-law and prescription drugs and the bottom line is that it seems to be 
suggesting that Al Gore just can't be trusted to tell the truth do you think that he is a liar as some of your 
admirers and aids of suggestion | wouldn't certain | certainly would not use that word | think that's too strong 
a word to be throwing around in the in the political process | do think the man is prone to exaggeration | think 
he's willing to exaggerate my record for example in trying to scare seniors into the voting booth finally 
governor what is your little brother Jeb Bush the governor of Florida saying to you about what's going to 
happen there next Tuesday to your campaign well it's a two-way conversation you'll be happy to hear coming 
from my perspective it's Jeb we need to win otherwise Thanksgiving might be a cold meal from his 
perspective he's saying don't worry big brother we're gonna win and | believe we will carry the state of 
Florida we've got some 





the state of Florida we've got some evidence that says that | will running a very strong race down there l'm 
gonna be down there again obviously before Election Day and | feel confident when it's all said and done the 
good folks of Florida are gonna come our way | like a good spirited contest and we're having one down there 
governor thank you very much for being with us thanks Tom appreciate your time Governor George W Bush 
of Texas and tonight Vice President Al Gore joins us live now from Los Angeles mr. vice president the topic 
tonight is that federal surplus how reliable how large if the current congressional spending and tax cut 
program goes through it'll eat up about 40% of the surplus that has been projected for this year as you know 
the rate of growth in the American economy in the third quarter is about half of what it was in the second 
quarter at the same time earnings were down in the corporate world and consumer debt is up now you're 
counting on all those things to be at the top of their game for your spending program to succeed but you 
think the American public is willing to have both of you say look maybe we ought to cut back and our 
ambitions here because that surplus is not going to be as great as we thought it was going to be well Tom 
that's the reason why | put a three hundred billion dollar buffer a rainy day fund in my budget projections just 
in case the the best estimates that are available turn out to be overly optimistic but remember this Congress 
can only commit one year at a time and not for ten years and they haven't passed this plan and a lot of it will 
not be passed and | can tell you that as president I'll veto any fiscally irresponsible plan | think that we need 
to balance the budget every year and go beyond that and pay down the debt every year not only because 
that keeps interest rates low and keeps the fundamentals of our economy sound and gives us the best 
chance to continue the prosperity and extend it to everyone but also because it's the morally right thing to do 
it doesn't saddle our children with the debt from the past mr. 





children with the debt from the past mr. vice president to make your plan work you're counting on ninety six 
billion dollars in closing tax loopholes thirty billion dollars from pentagon savings and sixty six billion dollars in 
new cigarette taxes almost no one in Washington Republican or Democrat thinks that you can achieve all 
three of those goals and yet they are required for you to come out zero zero well those are those are ten- 
year goals and let me point out that coming out zero zero as you put it doesn't take into account this three 
hundred billion dollar rainy day fund so if one or two of those items turned out to to be smaller than the then 
the Congress was willing to pass then or if they weren't willing to pass the the kind of thing | wanted then we 
would still have that buffer zone that rainy day fund to fall back on but as you know the Congressional 
Budget Office which is the nonpartisan agency that everyone relies on says that substantial deviation can 
result from incorrect economic and technological assumptions not to mention the effect of new legislation in 
other words these projected surpluses that we're talking about come from that well known Washington 
woman rosy scenario | disagree with that | agree with what they said about things can change of course but 
it's only responsible time to use the very best estimates that are available and | haven't used the the 
optimistic or the pessimistic estimates but rather the the middle-of-the-road estimates that are considered the 
very best now | will readily acknowledge Tom that the the tax cut plan that | have proposed is smaller than 


the one Governor Bush has proposed it's about 500 billion compared to 1.6 trillion and both of our plans are 
targeted mine are targeted to the middle class his are targeted to the very wealthy almost half of his tax cuts 
go to the wealthiest 1% and that deprives us of the resources we need to balance the budget pay down the 

debt and invest 
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the budget pay down the debt and invest in schools and improve health care | believe it's very important to 
build the confidence in economic decision making in the United States so that we continue to draw 
investment capital the future is not something ultimately that we predict but something that we make with our 
own hands and fiscal responsibility is one of the keys to making sure that we have a brighter future rather 
than some of these scenarios that people worry about this vice-president you've heard the governor say that 
he believes that it's too strong to call you a liar are you prepared tonight to say in his behalf that it's 
inappropriate for your campaign A's and even Joe Lieberman to suggest that George Bush is not equipped 
to become President of the United States especially when he has people like : Powell and Norman 
Schwarzkopf around it well the president is the one who has to make the decisions at the end of the day not 
the advisors the advisors often disagree but | have not challenged his confidence or his experience | have 
said this and I'll repeat it here Tom | think that the 1.6 trillion dollar tax cut proposal 41% of which goes to 
families that make on average more than 1 million dollars per year really calls into question is his judgment | 
think that the proposal to partially privatize Social Security with the trillion dollars taken out of the trust fund 
and promised to two different groups of people calls his judgment into question and we invited by the 
American but will you asked him about the actuaries right and | what we're gonna get into yes tomorrow night 
ok we have the rest of the week to deal with us an issue and | sure enough okay good now thanks very much 
for being with us tonight from California then we come back 


END 


